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Foreword 


The ancient Silk Road network of trade linked the East and West over a period of 
more than a thousand years, leaving a rich material legacy of syncretism among diverse 
cultures. As a vital nexus along the Silk Road, the oasis town of Dunhuang became a 
center of cultural and economic dialogue among four great civilizations, six religions, 
and many ethnic peoples. In the fourth through fourteenth centuries, Dunhuang flourished 
alongside the prosperity of Silk Road traffic. Its dynamic trading environment stimulated 
a great wave of cultural and economic exchange, giving rise to artistic marvels such as the 
mural paintings and sculptures of the Dunhuang Grottoes. 

Today, the Dunhuang Academy and the Pritzker Art Collaborative have cooperated 
to organize Cultural Exchange Along the Silk Road: Masterpieces of The Tuho Period 
(7 th _T Century) —a groundbreaking exhibition focused on the rich heritage nurtured by 
the Silk Road and shown at the magnificent Dunhuang Grottoes. The heart of this exhibi¬ 
tion is a collection of secular and religious artifacts from both the Pritzker Collection and 
the Abegg-Stiftung, which together span the seventh through ninth centuries and feature 
decorative, scholarly, religious, and utilitarian works of art created in those countries that 
lined the original Silk Road. Twenty-two Chinese museums and archaeological institutions 
have contributed national treasures to this exhibition, including the Palace Museum, the 
National Museum of China, and the Shaanxi History Museum; and an additional six other 
foreign institutions, including the Art Institute of Chicago, State Hermitage Museum, the 
Hirayama Silk Road Museum, and the A1 Thani Collection have all generously loaned. We 
hope that this unprecedented exhibition, unique in scope, will give the public a cultural 
experience that is both innovative and fruitful. I believe that this exhibition will leave an 
enduring impression on its visitors, overcoming distances of time and space to bring a 
fresh appreciation of the splendor of these ancient civilizations. 

Confucius said, “ . . . the things of the world are nourished side by side and do not 
harm one another; their Daos walk side by side and did not contradict one another.” This 
philosophy reflects the pattern of peaceful cultural exchange fostered along the Silk Road. 
This historical trend is relevant to contemporary relations between China and the United 
States, as each nation has benefited from contributions from many other societies. Though 
separated by great distance, our two nations have appreciated mutual friendship for more 
than a century. It is fitting that this year marks the fortieth anniversary of the re-establish¬ 
ment of Chinese-American diplomatic relations and it is my sincere hope that this exhibi¬ 
tion at the Dunhuang Academy will carry the brilliant torch of cultural exchange, collabo¬ 
ration, and friendship into the present. 


Wang Xudong 

Director, The Palace Museum 
Former director, Dunhuang Academy 


Foreword 


For Margot and me, the early days of our cultural exploration followed a north-south 
axis across India, Nepal and Tibet. We walked more than a thousand kilometers along the 
northern slopes of the Himalayas. But that is a story for another day. 

Our first field trip to Tibet was in 1981, some years later Margot and 1 built a partner¬ 
ship with the National Cultural Heritage Administration and Sichuan University that allowed 
us to explore the region and develop an expertise in the West Tibetan Guge Kingdom of the 
11th and 12th centuries. On one such journey we discovered and later published a series of 
articles related to an important group of cave murals and bronzes closely connected to the 
biography of the great 11th century translator Rinchen Zangpo. It was on this and other such 
expeditions that our son David made an important cave discovery that kindled his own pas¬ 
sion and led to his Ph.D. in Tibetan and Himalayan Studies. 

As we learned more about the Tibet Plateau, we saw the need to expand our education 
to Central Asia and China. Margot and I made many lifelong friends and returned as often 
as possible, we used every free moment to visit museums, scholars and ancient sites, always 
asking questions and always learning. Margot and I have long worked with the Chinese Acad¬ 
emy of Cultural Heritage, among other institutions, to support the protection and preservation 
of ancient sites in Tibet. As early explorers, we see this as our responsibility and privilege. 

As our interest in Central Asia developed, we quickly found Dr. Boris Marshak, a bril¬ 
liant, gentle scholar and Keeper of Central Asian Material at the Hermitage Museum in St. 
Petersburg. Boris and I conceived a precursor to Cultural Exchanges Along the Silk Road . 
Tragically, Boris passed away before we could bring the exhibition to life; he would be over¬ 
joyed to see his vision translated into reality at the Dunhuang Academy. 

The idea for this exhibition originated with the National Cultural Heritage Administra¬ 
tion in Beijing and evolved into a unique collaboration between the Dunhuang Academy and 
the Pritzker Art Collaborative. With the support of the cultural relics bureaus in Tibet, Xinji¬ 
ang, Qinghai and Shaanxi, as well as more than twenty leading museums and archaeological 
institutions in China, we have received gracious loans of their treasures. The story recounted 
by this exhibition could not have been told without generous loans from the Abegg-Stiftung, 
the Art Institute of Chicago, the State Hermitage Museum, Hirayama Ikuo Silk Road Muse¬ 
um, and His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Abdullah A1 Thani. The National Cultural Heritage 
Administration, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Embas¬ 
sy of China in Washington, D.C., and the Consulate General of China in Chicago all provided 
us critical support and encouragement. We have made many friends in putting this together. 

Finally, we say thank you and bravo to the many staff at the Dunhuang Academy and 
the Pritzker Art Collaborative. Our international exhibition team overcame many hardships to 
bring this event to fruition. In the end, passion, open dialogue and trust brought together Cul¬ 
tural Exchanges Along the Silk Road: Masterpieces of the Tuho Period (7 th to 9 th Century). 

The Silk Road brought our world together. It involved everything from trade to culture. 
For Margot and me, this exhibition touches many parts of our personal journey. We hope that 
it brings to its audience from China and all around the world a deeper understanding of a spe¬ 
cial moment in our history, as well as insight into our shared global interests. 


Margot and Tom Pritzker 
Founders, Pritzker Art Collaborative 
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Gold Burial Mask with 
Engraved Animals 

Zhang zhung Kingdom, 2 nd century 
Max. length: 14.6 cm; width: 14.5 cm. 

Face length: 9.6 cm; width: 8.1 cm. 
Excavated at the Chu vthag burial site, 
Zhada County, Ngari Prefecture, Tibet 
Autonomous Region, 2009 
Zhada County Cultural Relics Bureau, 

Ngari Prefecture, Tibet Autonomous Region 
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Gold Burial Mask Inset with Rubies 

Wusun/Western Turk, 5 th -6 ,h century 
Length: 17 cm; width: 16.5 cm 
Unearthed at the ancient Boma cemetery, 

Zhaosu County, Ili Kazak Autonomous Prefecture, 
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, 1997 
Ili Kazak Autonomous Prefecture Museum, 
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region 
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Emperor Taizong Receiving 
the Tibetan Envoy 

Yan Liben (601-673), 

Tang dynasty (618-907) 

1 landscroll, ink and color on silk; 
length: 129 cm; width: 38.5 cm 
The Palace Museum, Beijing 
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Three-color ( Sancai ) Glazed 
Earthenware Figure of a 
Court Lady 

Tang dynasty (618-907) 

Height: 42 cm 

Excavated at Zhongbao Village, 

Xi'an, Shaanxi Province, 1959 gt g 

Shaanxi History Museum -0k 
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Silver Dish with Royal 
Banquet Scene 

Sogdian, late 8 th - early 9 th century 

Diameter: 25.7 cm 

Transferred from the collection of 

Grigory S. Stroganov to the 

Hermitage, 1911 

The State Hermitage Museum, 

St. Petersburg, Russia 
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Hanging Silk Brocade with 
Large-format Roundel Enclosing 
Confronted Rampant Deer 

Central Asia, mid-7 th -8 th century 
Length: 201 cm; width: 173 cm 
Riggisberg (Switzerland), Abegg-Stiftung, 
inv. no. 5682 
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Hanging Silk Brocade with 
Large-format Roundel 
Enclosing Confronted Deer 

Central Asia, mid-7 ,h -8 th century 
Length: 192 cm; width: 160 cm 
Pritzker Collection, Chicago 
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Gilded Silver Phoenix Medallion 

Tubo period (608-866) 

Length: 45 cm; width: 35 cm 
Pritzker Collection, Chicago 
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Gilded Silver Celestial Musician 
Playing a Pipa (Lute) 

Tubo period (608-866) 

Length: 45 cm; width 35 cm 
Pritzker Collection, Chicago 
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Child’s Silk Garment with 
Ducks in Pearl Medallions and 
a Pair of Silk Boots 

Tubo period (608-866), 8 th century 
Garment length: 52 cm; width: 41 cm. 
Boot length: 20 cm; width: 13.5 cm 
(each) 

Pritzker Collection, Chicago 
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Silver-Inlaid Brass Seated Maitreya 
with Bodhisattvas and Royal Adorants 

Gilgit Kingdom of the Karakota dynasty 
(625-885), dated by inscription to 715 CE 
Height: 36.8 cm; width: 28.5 cm; depth: 13 cm 
Pritzker Collection, Chicago 
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Bronze Buddha Shakyamuni 

India (Bihar), late Gupta period, 
6 th -7 th century 
Height: 52 cm 

Zhiguan Art Museum, Beijing 
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Parcel Gilt Silver Votive Stag 

Central Asia or Tubo period (608-866) 
Max. height: 83 cm; length: 54 cm; 
width: 19 cm 

Pritzker Collection, Chicago 
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Gold Brooch Inset with Turquoise, 
Amethyst and Aquamarine 

Tubo period (608-866) 

Length: 10 cm; width: 12 cm 
Private collection, Hong Kong 
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< Gold Belt Ornaments Inset 
with Turquoise Floral Motifs 
(set of 14 pieces) 

Tubo period (608-866) 

Unearthed from a tomb in Reshui, 

Dulan, Qinghai Province White Jade Belt Set with Lion 

Patterns (15 pieces) 

Tang dynasty (618-907), 8 th century 
Length: 3.8-5cm; width: 3.6-3.8 cm. 
Excavated at Hejiacun, Xi’an, 
Shaanxi Province, 1970 
Shaanxi History Museum 
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Gold Plaque with a Hybrid Fish-man 

Tubo period (608-866) 

Width: 4.2 cm 

Unearthed from a tomb at Reshui, Dulan, 
Qinghai Province 
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Gilded Silver Arcade-shaped 
Plaque with Phoenix 

Central Asia, 7 th —8 th century 
Length: 19.5 cm; width: 18 cm 
Riggisberg (Switzerland), 
Abegg-Stiftung, inv. no. 8.775.17 
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Parcel-gilt Silver Dish with 
Figure of Dionysus with Lion 

Most likely from an eastern province 
of the Roman Empire, 2 nd / 3 rd century 
Diameter 31 cm, height 4.6 cm 
Found in Beitan, Jingyuan County, 
Gansu Province, 1988 
Gansu Provincial Museum 


Parcel-gilt Silver Ewer with 
Episodes of the Trojan War cycle > 

Greco-Bactrian, 5 lh -6 th century 
Height: 37.5 cm; diameter of body: 12.8 cm 
Excavated from the tomb (dated 569) ot Li 
Xian and his wife, Guyuan County, Ningxia 
Autonomous Region, 1983 
Guyuan Museum, Ningxia Autonomous Region 
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< Parcel-gilt Silver Ewer with 
Bird-medallions 

Central Asia or Sogidian, 8 th century 
Height 48.5 cm, 
diameter of the body 20.2 cm 
Hirayama Ikuo Silk Road Museum, 
Japan 


Celadon Stoneware Phoenix¬ 
headed Ewer with Nude 
Figures, Palmettes, and 
Dragon-shaped Handle 

Late Northern Dynasties or Sui dynasty, 

6 th -early 7 th century 

Height: 41.3 cm; 

diameter of mouth: 19.3 cm; 

diameter of foot: 10.2 cm 

The Palace Museum, Beijing 
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Painted Earthen 
Figure of a West 
Merchant 


length: 

The Art Institute of Chicago, 
Bequest of Joseph Winterboth 
am, 1954.410 
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Painted Marble Figure 
Holding a Ewer 

Sui dynasty (581-618) 

Height: 68 cm 

Excavated from the tomb (dated 
592) of Yu Hong, Jinyuan District, 
Taiyuan, Shanxi Province, 1999 
Shanxi Museum 






Gold Plate with Horned Lion 
and Ducks Inset in Turquoise 

Tubo period (608-866) 

Diameter: 27 cm; height: 3 cm 
The A1 Thani Collection 


Gold Ewer with Phoenix Inset 
in Turquoise 

Tubo period (608-866) 

Height: 32.2 cm; diameter of body: 
12.9 cm; diameter of foot: 9.7 cm 
The A1 Thani Collection 


Gold Decanter with Birds 
Inset in Turquoise 

Tubo period (608-866) 

Height: 17.7 cm; diameter of mouth: 
8 cm; diameter of body: 10.2 cm; 
diameter of foot: 4.3 cm 
The A1 Thani Collection 
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Parcel-gilt and Incised Silver 
Cup, with Lions, Heavenly 
Deer, and Birds (Exterior), 
and Fish (Interior) 

Tubo period (608-866) 

Height: 4.5 cm; diameter: 11 cm 
Pritzker Collection, Chicago 


33 


Parcel-gilt Silver Dish with 
Lions and Heavenly Deer 

Tubo period (608-866) 

Diameter: 15 cm 

Private Collection, Zurich, Switzerland 


















Silver with Parcel Gilding 
Cup with Eight Musicians 

Tang dynasty (618-907), 8 th century 
Height: 6.7 cm; diameter of mouth: 
6.8 cm; diameter of foot: 4.4 cm 
Excavated at Hejiacun, Xi’an, 
Shaanxi Province, 1970 
Shaanxi History Museum 
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Gilded Silver Tripod Platter 
with Lion 

Tang dynasty (618-907) 

Height: 6.7 cm; diameter: 40 cm 
Found in northeastern region, Bafu 
Town, Xi’an, Shaanxi Province, 1956 
National Museum of China, Beijing 
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Agate Twelve-lobed Cup 

Tubo period (608-866) 

Height: 11.9 cm: max. width: 26.8 cm 
Unearthed from a tomb in Reshui. 
Dulan, Qinghai Province 
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Crystal Eight-lobed Elliptical Cup 

Tang dynasty (618-907). 8 ,h century 
Height: 2.9 cm; length: 9.5 cm; width: 5.5 cm 
Excavated at Hejiacun, Xi'an, Shaanxi 
Province, 1970 
Shaanxi History Museum 
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Gilt Silver Plate with Hunting 
Scene of the Sasanian King 
Shapur II (r. 309-379) 

Sasanian, 4 lh -6 ,h century 
Height: 4 cm; diameter: 25.4 cm 
The A1 Thani Collection 

Marbled and Glazed 
Earthenware Mounted Hunter > 

Tang dynasty (618-907) 
Height: 36.2 cm; width: 30 cm 
Excavated from the tomb (dated 706) of Prince 
Yide (682-701), Qianxian County, 
Shaanxi Province, 1972 
Shaanxi History Museum 
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Gold Plaque with Galloping 
Horse and Archer 

Tubo period (608-866) 

Length: 13.5 cm; width: 9.8 cm 
Unearthed from a tomb in Reshui, 
Dulan, Qinghai Province 


Gold Plaque with Sprinting Deer 

Tubo period (608-866) 

Length: 9.2 cm; width: 13 cm 
Unearthed from a tomb in Reshui, Dulan, 
Qinghai Province 











Silver Mirror with Hunting 
Scenes and Eight-Iobed Rim 

Tang dynasty (618-907) 

Diameter: 20.7 cm 

Excavated from a Tang dynasty 

tomb in the eastern suburb of Xi’an, 

Shaanxi Province, 1981 

Xi’an Museum, Shaanxi Province 

Gilded Silver Rhyton in the form 
of a Stylized Antelope Head > 

Sasanian, 6 th -7 th century 
Height: 31 cm; width: 13.5 cm; depth: 23.5 cm 
The AI Thani Collection 
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Gold Quiver Plate with Royal 
Hunt of a Lion 

Tubo period (608-866) 

Length: 68 cm; max. width: 25.5 cm; 
minimum width: 14.5 cm 
Pritzker Collection, Chicago 


Painted Wood Quiver with 
Hunting Scene 

Tang dynasty (618-907), early 8 th century 
Excavated from Tomb 188, Astana, Turfan, 
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, 1972 
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region Museum 








46 


Lacquered Wood Saddle with 
Gilded Saddle Plates and Silk 
Covers (3 pieces in the set) 

Central Asia or Tibet, Tubo period 
(608-866), 8 th century 


Gilt Bronze Standing 
Shakyamuni Buddha > 

Kashmir, 7 th -8 lh century 
Height: 63 cm; width: 22 cm 
Tibet Museum, Lhasa 




47 
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Gilt Copper Alloy Seated Vajrapani 

Nepal or Tibet, late Tubo period, 

9 lh — 10 th century 

Height: 37 cm; width: 28 cm; 

depth: 20 cm 

Pritzker Collection, Chicago 



49 



Painted and Gilt Copper 
Head of Bodhisattva 

Tubo period (608-866), 
late 8 th - 9 th century 
Height: 55 cm; width: 26 cm 
Dunhuang Academy 
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Gilt Copper Seated Bodhisattva 

Late Tubo period, 10 th century 
Height: 41 cm; width: 29 cm 
Tibet Museum, Lhasa 
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Seated Vajrapani 

Guiyijun period (848-1036), 
second half of the 9th century 
Section of mural, back of north wall. 
Cave 14, Mogao Grottos 
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